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Research proposal
This research paper is one of the three components that lead to an internship worth 30 credits towards the BA International Studies degree. The research proposal must be discussed with, and approved by, a Leiden University Humanities faculty member with a Ph.D. and the academic internship supervisor. After this approval, it should be submitted to the Board of Examiners, together with your Internship Plan. The proposal should consist of a literature review, research question or hypothesis, methodology, provisional outline, bibliography (between 2,000 - 2,500 words, all inclusive) and a schedule. The proposal should lead to a paper consisting of a minimum of 7.000 words, all inclusive (including the bibliography).
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Academic internship supervisor
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E-mail
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Proposed number of credits
7 EC
The academic research paper will be graded by the faculty supervisor through an evaluation form which is posted for you on the Blackboard.
Literature review
Discuss and integrate the existing academic literature on the topic. Define the central concepts under study using this literature, include key references on the topic and indicate which gap in the literature (unanswered question) your paper will address, then formulate a research question or hypothesis in the next section.
Research question or hypothesis

…………
Research methodology

Explain the methodology that you will apply and list all primary and secondary data sources (e.g. articles, reports, interviews, surveys). In case you are proposing any field trips or interviews, note that your safety during the internship is key. Field trips to dangerous areas will not be approved. If there are any safety risks during data collection you need to describe in detail the measures that you will take to ensure your personal safety. For interviews this means never conducting any interviews alone or at any other locale than the office and agreeing on a list of acceptable interviewees and dates/time with your organization, faculty supervisor and academic internship supervisor prior to data collection.
Provisional outline

…………
Monthly schedule (listing duties such as data collection, analysis, writing)

The student will schedule at least 3 points of feedback with the faculty supervisor, 1 for developing the proposal and 2-3 deadlines for developing the paper. The student will keep the faculty supervisor in the loop at critical points during the internship and schedule feedback on drafts. Critical points are before or after data collection (e.g. feedback on the list of interview questions or first analysis) or after completing a literature review or first draft. The aim is to ensure timely progress and prevent unexpected major revisions after completion of the internship. The paper is due within 8 weeks after the end date of the internship but manage the input from faculty supervisor throughout the internship. If there are any issues in the collaboration with the faculty supervisor, the student will contact the academic internship supervisor for support.
Bibliography
Include around 10-20 sources that are scientific literature i.e. journal articles or books that are also discussed under the section Literature Review. Doing this indicates that there is adequate theoretical support for the proposed study.
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